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Mass of Beatification at Cofton Park, 19th September 2010. 
 

From making the first message to parishes about 
putting together the choir, I was anxious to find a way 
of involving our St John Fisher choir in this momentous 
event.  Miss Histead was also enthusiastic and very 
dedicated in tracking down the details which at first 
were quite vague! 
At the beginning of this term we worked hard to learn 
the music and the rehearsals themselves contributed 
to the spirit of unity with the many schools and 
parishioners; each rehearsing in their own areas. 

 
On Saturday 18th September, Mr Kavanagh and I travelled 
with fourteen choir members to the rehearsal at Cofton 
Park.  We were enthralled at the vast logistical operation 
underway and grateful for the opportunity to watch on the 
big screen the installation of the beautiful altar, lectern and 
presidential chair on the sanctuary area.  The rehearsal 
raised both our sense of union with pilgrims and our 
confidence with the music. 
 
At 3am on Sunday 19th September we set off from school joined now by Miss Histead.  As 
we approached Birmingham, the number of coaches grew and on arrival we found that our 
choir gathering from Saturday was now joined by an enormous throng of pilgrims from 
across the country and beyond. 
 
We were all genuinely moved when the rain and gloom that had marred our 6am rehearsal 
was replaced by sunshine at the very moment of the Holy Father’s arrival. 
The Mass was a wonderful and uplifting event.  As singers we all felt that we had made an 
important contribution to the occasion.  I was struck by the extraordinary sense of peace 
and prayerfulness evident in such a huge crowd. 
 
I am immensely grateful to Miss Histead, Mr Kavanagh and the choir members for their 
commitment and am proud that our school was able to contribute to an event that will be 
treasured in the memories of so many. 
 

Ms F Hegarty  
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Above : Members of our school and parish 
communities at Cofton Park 

 
Left : Newman’s motto “Heart speaks unto Heart” 
is clearly seen amidst the umbrellas before the 
Mass. 
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Above: A closer look at the altar after the Mass sh owing the  
image of the newly beatified Blessed John Henry New man. 
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Pupil absence line 
If your child is ill please ring the school pupil absence line 01782 346333 – which 
is available 24 hours a day.  Don’t forget to send a note in when your child returns 
after an absence. 
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Please note that holidays in term time will not be authorised for Y7 – Y11 if attendance at any time 
falls below 94%. 
 
The school attendance policy on monitoring attendance, holidays in term time has previously been 
issued to parents and is available from Ms Megyesi in our attendance office. 
 
Many of you are very good at telephoning to inform us of absence but we do also need a note 
when the pupil returns.   
 
Messages can be left on the Absence Line 01782 346333 during out of office hours and before 
9.15 a.m. on the day of absence. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support.  Please continue to help us maintain our standards. 
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All pupils are issued with a school diary.  This contains useful information about the school 
and enables pupils to record homework set and make a note of important information.   
 
Parents are asked to sign the diary each week and to initial any comment or note made by 
teachers in relation to lack of homework or other concerns.   
 
Form tutors will check and sign diaries on a regular basis and each Key Stage Progress 
Coordinator will also monitor them.  The Senior Staff will carry out random checks to 
ensure that diaries are being properly kept and that homework is being set and completed. 
 
The diaries are expensive and they are customised for the school.  Pupils who lose or 
misuse their diary will be required to pay the full cost of a replacement. 
   

 
 

 
The homework timetables have been issued to pupils on the back of their individual timetable for 
the academic year 2010/11.  The homework timetable will also be available on the school website 
www.sjfcc.net 
 
 

 

 
 
There is a strong link between high levels of achievement and regular independent study.  Pupils 
who make the most progress and who become the most successful learners are those who take 
responsibility for their learning and who are willing to spend extensive additional time on private 
study and research. 
 
Learning in the classroom needs to be reinforced and enhanced by independent study.  This 
should include wider reading and research around a subject as well as completing homework and 
coursework assignments to the appropriate standard.  Regular study must also include a planned 
revision programme to prepare for examinations. 
 
In years 7, 8 and 9 all pupils should spend up to 1½ hours a day on independent study.  Where a 
subject has no formal homework tasks additional reading, research and revision should take place. 
 
In years 10 and 11 preparation for GCSE will require a substantial commitment to independent 
learning research and revision.  Pupils must always be challenged and encouraged to reach 
beyond their immediate targets and comfort zone and to aspire to the highest possible levels in all 
subjects. 
 
Pupils who do not commit themselves to regular, organised independent learning do not achieve 
the grades of which they are capable.  High level success requires the acquisition of high level 
skills that go far beyond subject knowledge.  At GCSE and even more particularly at AS/A2 
learning in the classroom is the starting point for the individual’s own study regime. 
 
Learning is a life long activity that involves the active participation of the learner.  A close 
partnership of school and home will encourage and support our young people in becoming active, 
successful and independent learners. 
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At St John Fisher we have high expectations of our pupils in terms of their behaviour and attitudes.  
We aim to foster an environment in which every pupil can learn and grow to their full potential.  We 
have highly skilled and committed staff who want to provide the best possible learning 
opportunities for all pupils. 
 
Our standards are high and we make no apologies for expecting pupils to behave well and to show 
respect for staff, for one another and for the school.  Every pupil is entitled to learn without 
interference and teachers are entitled to teach without disruption. 
St John Fisher is justifiably proud of its reputation in the community and we expect all pupils to 
maintain this reputation by displaying high standards of behaviour not only in school but also on 
their journey to and from home.  The vast majority of St John Fisher pupils show pride in their 
school and are a credit to us and to their families.  On occasions when a pupil behaves in a way 
that brings the school into disrepute they must expect to be subject to disciplinary sanctions. 
 
The school sets its standards and organises its systems.  Pupils are expected to cooperate fully 
with all staff both in the classroom environment and in all areas of the school.  The range of 
sanctions employed to deal with poor behaviour includes, reprimand, subject report, school report, 
fixed term exclusion from school and in the most serious cases permanent exclusion from school.   
 
Where a pupil is dealt with by subject staff and a member of the “Well being” team but persists in 
their poor behaviour, they will be required to make up the work missed and time wasted in a 
supervised after school session. Parents will be given forty eight hours notice of this sanction.  
Responsibility for the child’s return home lies with parents.  Full cooperation with school is 
expected.  If a pupil decides not to cooperate with this system they will be formally excluded from 
school.  We expect parents to support and co-operate with the schools values and systems. 
 
We want every pupil at St John Fisher to be able to achieve their full potential.  We are determined 
to ensure that a secure and ordered environment exists in school because effective learning 
cannot take place where there is disruption and disorder.  A strong and cooperative partnership 
between the school and parents is essential in maintaining standards and in allowing our pupils to 
develop into mature and responsible young people. 
 
At St John Fisher all achievement is recognised.  When children make good progress in their 
learning, achieve sporting success, make a positive contribution to school life or overcome 
difficulties through diligence and endeavour we recognise and celebrate their efforts.  On the 
occasions when children fail to live up to the values of the community we seek to work with them, 
and their parents to develop their understanding and skills so that they too can benefit from the 
opportunities available to them.  We want all children to achieve their full potential, whatever their 
ability.  This requires every individual to always try their best and to accept the support and 
guidance offered. 
 
 
 
 
 

Paracetamol  Any student coming to the office unwell, and asking for a paracetamol will be 
allowed one a day.  If for any reason you do not want your child to have a paracetamol could you 
please let the office know as soon as possible, you can contact the office on 01782 615636 or 
email us at office@sjfcc.net 
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Mobile Phones and other electronic equipment  
Mobile phones are very useful but they can also be a source of concern and of 
considerable disruption.  The school will not accept responsibility for mobile phones or 
other electronic items and they must not be used in school.  The school is not insured for 
loss or damage to the personal property of staff, pupils or visitors. 
 
Telephones or other equipment confiscated will not be returned at the end of the day.  Parents will 
be required to collect the item in person from the office as we want parents to be aware of the 
disruption caused. 

 
Parents need to be aware that there are serious legal implications connected to data 
protection and child protection with regard to the use of picture messaging/texting.  
Pictures and videos of pupils or staff must never be taken without permission in school 
or indeed at any time. 

 
There is a phone available in the General Office for emergency pupil use during the school day.  
The school will always contact the parent in the event of an emergency.  Parents should not ask 
children to use mobile phones to contact them during the school day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

Sadly over recent years the number of contributions made to our school fund has fallen. The 
contributions that we receive from our pupils’ families are very important to us and enable us to 
support a range of activities that are not funded by the general budget. These might include 
supporting promising athletes at national competitions and other special individual circumstances 
so that our young people can benefit from the diverse opportunities available to them. 
 
You are reminded that school fund donations are once again due.  An annual donation of £10 
would be very welcome however if you can contribute more then please do so.  Parents are asked 
to send school fund in a sealed envelope with their child’s name and form on the front of the 
envelope. 
 
If you would like any further information or have any questions please contact Mrs Potts, the school 
Bursar on 01782 615636. 
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   SCHOOL CALENDAR 2010 - 2011 
 
Wednesday 8th PUPILS RETURN TO SCHOOL 
Wednesday 15th & Thurs 16th Y6 Open morning 9.00-10.30am 
Friday 17th  Y7 & 10 Photographs 
Monday 20th  Y7 Welcome Day, Y7 Off timetable all day 

Y7 Mass 7pm 
Friday 24th  European Languages Day 
Monday 27th  Harvest Assemblies 
Friday 1st OCTOBER Harvest Assemblies 
Monday 4th  Y9 Geography trip 
Tuesday 5th  Harvest Mass- lower school 
Wednesday 6th  
Wednesday 6th-8th  

Y7 SEN Parents 7-8pm 
Y10 PE Outdoor Education trip 

Monday 11th  
Monday 11th-15th 

Y12 Geography trip 
Y12 HSC Placements 

Wednesday 13th  Y9 Think Tank 
Thursday 14th  
Thursday 14th-15th  

North Staffs Schools Mass at St Gregory’s Church in Longton, starts 7pm 
Y8 Manchester City & Salford Quays 

Friday 15th  Y11 History trip 
Monday 18th  Shoe box assemblies all week 
Tuesday 19th  Y11 Prospective Y12 Evening 
Wednesday 20th  Flexible Learning Day 
Thursday 21st  Y10 Geography trip 
Friday 22nd  SCHOOL CLOSES- HALF TERM 
Monday 1st NOVEMBER 
Monday 1st – 26th  

SCHOOL OPENS 
Y10 HSC Placements 1 day a week over 4 weeks 

Tuesday 2nd  Catalyst Y7 
Y11 Science re-sits 

Wednesday 3rd-7th  Y12 A level Geography workshop 
Thursday 4th Y8 HPV Injections 
Monday 8th – 10th   Y8 Museum trip 
Tuesday 9th  GCSE modular maths 
Friday 12th  GCSE modular maths 

Science exam 
Monday 15th  GCSE modular maths 
Tuesday 16th  Y7 Parents evening 
Wednesday 17th -19th  Y12 Savio House retreat 
Tuesday 23rd   Y10 Parents evening 
Thursday 25th  Y10 National Space centre 
Monday 29th – 30th  Advent assemblies all week 
Wednesday 1st –   3rd  DECEMBER Advent assemblies all week 
Thursday 2nd  Y8 HPV Injections 

Y11 MMR Injections 
Tuesday 7th  Lower school Reconciliation  
Monday 13th  Y12 Parliament visit 
Tuesday 14th  Y 5& 6 primary feeders and Y7-11 SEN coffee morning 9-11am  
Wednesday 15th  Christmas music concert 
Friday 17th  December  Whole school assembly          SCHOOL CLOSES- CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS  
Tuesday 4th JANUARY  
Tuesday 4th-10th 

SCHOOL OPENS 
Y8 Internal exams 

Thursday 6th  Upper school New Year Mass 
Friday 7th  Y11 Full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Monday 10th  GCSE maths 
Tuesday 11th   Y11 Parents evening 
Friday 14th  Y12 & 13 Full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Monday 17th  
Monday 17th – 21st  

Holocaust memorial 
Y8 Options week 

Tuesday 18th  Y12 & 13 Parents evening 
Monday 24th  Y8 Options evening 
Monday 31st – 4th FEBRUARY Y13 HSC placements 
Thursday 3rd FEBRUARY Intermediate maths challenge 
Tuesday 8th  Flexible Learning Day 
Friday 11th  Y 11 & 13 Photographs 

Y8 Full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Monday 14th (w/c) 
Monday 14th -18th  

Y10 Internal exams 
Y11 Work Experience week 
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Tuesday 15th  Y8 Parents evening 
Friday 18th  SCHOOL CLOSES – HALF TERM 
Monday 28th SCHOOL OPENS 
Monday 1st MARCH GCSE modular maths 
Wednesday 3rd  Y10/11 Science modules 
Saturday 5th  Y 9,10 & 11 Care Ambassadors conference 
Tuesday 8th  Day of Prayer and Adoration 

Y9 Parents evening 
Wednesday 9th  Ash Wednesday service 
Monday 14th  Y12 PE Revision Day 
Monday 21st-25th  Y12 Classics trip 
Tuesday 22nd  Upper school Reconciliation 
Wednesday 30th  Easter music concert 
Friday 1st  APRIL Y10 full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Wednesday 6th –  8th   Y 9 & 10 History trip 
Friday 8th  Whole school assembly          SCHOOL CLOSES – EASTER HOLIDAYS 
Tuesday 26th  SCHOOL OPENS 
Wednesday 27th  Awards evening, Victoria Hall 
Monday 2nd MAY MAY DAY                                SCHOOL CLOS ED ONE DAY 
Tuesday 3rd  Y 8 & 9 Ascensiontide Mass 
Thursday 5th   Y11 Leavers Mass 
Friday 6th  Junior maths challenge 
Monday 9th (w/c) Y7 Internal exams 
Tuesday 10th  6th Form leavers Mass 
Thursday 12th  Y8 HPV Injections 
Thursday 26th  Y7-10 Northwood 
Friday 27th  SCHOOL CLOSES – HALF TERM 
Monday 6th JUNE SCHOOL OPENS 

GCSE modular maths 
Tuesday 7th  Y9 & 10 Science talks 
Wednesday 8th  Y7 & 8 Science talks 
Friday 10th  GCSE modular maths 
Monday 13th (w/c) Y9 Internal exams 

GCSE modular maths 
Tuesday 14th  
 
 

Vocations day 
Y10 Geography Trip 

Thursday 16th  GCSE modular maths 

Friday 17th  Science modules 

Monday 20th – 24th  Y9 Retreat- Holy Trinity all week 
Tuesday 21st  Y7 Geography trip 

Y10 modular maths 
Wednesday 22nd  Y4 & 5 Open evening 

Y7 Mass Feast of SJF & St Thomas More 
Thursday 23rd Y7 Geography trip 
Monday 27th  Y9 Ten ten theatre 
Tuesday 28th  Y7 Induction day 
Wednesday 29th  Y10 Holy day of obligation, Saints Peter & Paul Mass 
Thursday 30th  
Thursday 30th -1st JULY 

Y7 Full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Y9 Geography field trip 

Monday 4th-  6th  JULY 
Monday 4th – 8th  

Y12 Biology trip 
Y10 German trip 

Tuesday 5th  Y7 (Sept 2011) Induction evening 7pm 
Monday 11th – 15th  Y10 Savio retreat 
Monday 18th – 22nd  Y12 CERN trip 3 days 
Monday 18th  Flexible Learning Day – Diversity Day 
Thursday 21st  
 
Thursday 21st  -25th  

Y5 & 6 Primary and Y7-11 SEN parents coffee morning 9-11am 
Y9 Full school reports & progress profiles to go home 
Y10 History/French trip 

Friday 22nd Assembly whole school               SCHOOL CLOSES – SUMMER HOLIDAYS  
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Editorial Team: 

Ms Hanrahan & Ms Rogers 
 

Articles contributed by staff and students 
Compiled by Ms Lambe 

 
Copies of the newsletter are available in electronic format on the school website 

 
Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ 

Tel 01782 615636    Fax 01782 346339 
E: headteacher@sjfcc.net or office@sjfcc.net 

Web site: www.sjfcc.net 
 

 
 


