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Pupil absence line 
If your child is ill please ring the school pupil absence line 01782 346333 – which 
is available 24 hours a day.  Don’t forget to send a note in when your child returns 
after an absence. 
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All pupils are issued with a school diary.  This contains useful information about the school 
and enables pupils to record homework set and make a note of important information.   
 
Parents are asked to sign the diary each week and to initial any comment or note made by 
teachers in relation to lack of homework or other concerns.   
 
Form tutors will check and sign diaries on a regular basis and each Key Stage Progress 
Coordinator will also monitor them.  The Senior Staff will carry out random checks to 
ensure that diaries are being properly kept and that homework is being set and completed. 
 
The diaries are expensive and they are customised for the school.  Pupils who lose or 
misuse their diary will be required to pay the full cost of a replacement. 
   

 
 
Paracetamol  Any student coming to the office unwell, and asking for a paracetamol will be 
allowed one a day.  If for any reason you do not want your child to have a paracetamol could you 
please let the office know as soon as possible, you can contact the office on 01782 615636 or 
email us at office@sjfcc.net 
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Attendance Updates and changes  
At St John Fisher Catholic College we endeavour to recognise pupils with excellent and 
improved attendance as well as those pupils whose attendance falls below what we would 
expect. 
*        At our Awards Evening each year, prizes are given for those pupils who have 
achieved 100% attendance over consecutive years. Please be aware that medical 
appointments, holidays and exclusions all count as absences so it is not possible to 
achieve 100% attendance if there have been any absences from school. If you are unsure 
about what counts as an absence, please consult the attendance policy on the school 
website or contact myself or Ms Megyesi. 
 
*        This year, a pupil in year 10 was also given a prize for the most improved 
percentage attendance in the school. Her attendance had improved by over 20% since the 
previous school year. We also sent some letters to parents to congratulate pupils on their 
improved attendance percentages. 
 
*        Some rulings on attendance have recently changed - last year, a persistent 
absentee was classed as any pupil whose percentage attendance fell below 80%. That 
percentage has now been raised to 85%. Our Education Welfare Officer has also 
changed, her name is Lesley Hogg and she has previously worked with us over a period of 
several years so some parents will be familiar with her already.  
 
*        There will be regular Education Welfare involvement in school and so far, we have 
arranged for there to be an assembly for years 7 and 8 highlighting the importance of good 
attendance at school. We have also organised for a 'late gate' survey to be held on the 
same morning. This is where Education Welfare officers and school staff will monitor 
pupils who come into school late and encourage them to be on time, especially those 
pupils who are late on a regular basis (this will include sixth form pupils).  Pupils who are 
repeatedly late with no reasonable excuse, will be required to attend a detention on a 
Monday lunchtime. 
 
*        Many parents are unaware that their child is late to school (we will advise you by 
letter once they have been late five times over a half-term period) and if a child is late to 
school after 9.30am, their lateness then counts as a session of absence, meaning that 
their attendance percentage will drop as a result. 
 
*        Lesley Hogg, Ms Megyesi and I will also interview pupils about their attendance, 
particularly those pupils whose percentage falls below 92% or pupils where we feel that 
there is a 'pattern' to their absences. All intervention is intended to help improve 
attendance as we will always, primarily, offer to support and advise pupils and parents.  
 
 If you have any further queries about your child's attendance, please feel free to contact 
us in school. Please be aware that if you require an extended period of leave for your 
child, you can collect the appropriate form from the school office or you can send your 
child to the attendance office to collect a form themselves if you wish. Please note that the 
school should not authorise holidays in term time, other than in exceptional circumstances. 
Cheaper flights and accommodation do not qualify as exceptional circumstances. 
 
Thank you for your continued support with attendance and punctuality, the whole school 
attendance figure last year was regularly above 95%, which is the Government's target 
attendance figure. This would have been impossible to achieve without your help. 
 
 Mr Kavanagh and Miss Parsons 
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There is a strong link between high levels of achievement and regular independent study.  Pupils 
who make the most progress and who become the most successful learners are those who take 
responsibility for their learning and who are willing to spend extensive additional time on private 
study and research. 
 
Learning in the classroom needs to be reinforced and enhanced by independent study.  This 
should include wider reading and research around a subject as well as completing homework and 
coursework assignments to the appropriate standard.  Regular study must also include a planned 
revision programme to prepare for examinations. 
 
In years 7, 8 and 9 all pupils should spend up to 1½ hours a day on independent study.  Where a 
subject has no formal homework tasks additional reading, research and revision should take place. 
 
In years 10 and 11 preparation for GCSE will require a substantial commitment to independent 
learning research and revision.  Pupils must always be challenged and encouraged to reach 
beyond their immediate targets and comfort zone and to aspire to the highest possible levels in all 
subjects. 
 
Pupils who do not commit themselves to regular, organised independent learning do not achieve 
the grades of which they are capable.  High level success requires the acquisition of high level 
skills that go far beyond subject knowledge.  At GCSE and even more particularly at AS/A2 
learning in the classroom is the starting point for the individual’s own study regime. 
 
Learning is a life long activity that involves the active participation of the learner.  A close 
partnership of school and home will encourage and support our young people in becoming active, 
successful and independent learners. 
 

 
 

 
Mobile Phones and other electronic equipment  
Mobile phones are very useful but they can also be a source of concern and of 
considerable disruption.  The school will not accept responsibility for mobile phones or 
other electronic items and they must not be used in school.  The school is not insured for 
loss or damage to the personal property of staff, pupils or visitors. 
 
Telephones or other equipment confiscated will not be returned at the end of the day.  Parents will 
be required to collect the item in person from the office as we want parents to be aware of the 
disruption caused. 

 
Parents need to be aware that there are serious legal implications connected to data 
protection and child protection with regard to the use of picture messaging/texting.  
Pictures and videos of pupils or staff must never be taken without permission in school 
or indeed at any time. 

 
There is a phone available in the General Office for emergency pupil use during the school day.   
 
The school will always contact the parent in the event of an emergency.  Parents should not ask 
children to use mobile phones to contact them during the school day. 
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Sadly over recent years the number of contributions made to our school fund has fallen. The 
contributions that we receive from our pupils’ families are very important to us and enable us to 
support a range of activities that are not funded by the general budget. These might include 
supporting promising athletes at national competitions and other special individual circumstances 
so that our young people can benefit from the diverse opportunities available to them. 
 
You are reminded that school fund donations are once again due.  An annual donation of £10 
would be very welcome however if you can contribute more then please do so.  Parents are asked 
to send school fund in a sealed envelope with their child’s name and form on the front of the 
envelope. 
 
If you would like any further information or have any questions please contact Mrs Potts, the school 
Bursar on 01782 615636. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Uniform reminders 
Please consult the uniform policy which is available on our website, and is also below in this 
newsletter.  Could we please highlight the following issues which have arisen recently:  
 
Girls should only wear grey skirts (knee-length please as some are excessively short) and black 
trousers, not leggings or closely-fitted 'hipster-style' trousers. 
 
Boys should be wearing black leather school shoes, not black trainers. 
 
No jewellery is allowed at all apart from a watch. 
 
Socks should not be 'fashion' socks - there was a recent trend, for example, of knee-length socks 
with bows/ribbons attached and these are not acceptable.  
 
Blazers are compulsory and should be worn around school - it is not acceptable for any pupil to not 
possess a blazer. After May half-term, we inform pupils that they do not need to bring a blazer to 
school but until that time, wearing the blazer is compulsory whilst indoors. 
 
Outdoor coats - some pupils will wish to wear these in the winter and they should be plain in design 
and not a designer label please. 
 
Thank you for your continued support in this matter - if you have any queries, please contact the 
school. 
 
The Wellbeing Team.  
�
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SCHOOL CALENDAR 2011 - 2012  
 

 
SEPTEMBER  

Wednesday 7th  School opens 
Wednesday 14th  Y7 MiDYIS tests 
Friday 16th  Y7 & 10 Photographs 
Monday 19th  Pupils Welcome Day followed by Mass 7pm Y7 timetable collapsed 
Tuesday 20th  Y8 girls HPV Injections & Y10 MMR catch up 
Wednesday 21st  & Thursday 22nd  Y6 open morning (Y7 intake Sept’12) 9.15-10.30am  
Monday 26th  Trinity Inset Day  
Tuesday 27th  FLD 

OCTOBER  
Monday 3rd  Y11 Geography- local visit or talk 
Tuesday 4th  Harvest Mass Y TBC 
Wednesday 5th  SEN Evening 7pm 
Monday 10th-Friday 14th  Y12 HSC Work placements 
Thursday 13th  North Staffs School Mass pm from Saint Gregory’s 

Y10/11TBC Care Ambassadors conference am  
Monday17th-Friday 21st  Shoe box assemblies 
Monday 17th Y11 History controlled visit 
Thursday 20th & Friday 21st  Y8 Manchester City Tour & Salford Quays 
Friday 21 st  School Closes 
Monday 24 th-Friday 28 th  Half term  

Y11 Food Technology trip 
Monday 31 st  School opens 

Y8 girls HPV Injections 
NOVEMBER  

Tuesday 1st Y7 Catalyst trip 
6th Form Open Evening Saint John Fisher 

Wednesday 2nd  6th Form Open Evening Saint Thomas More 
Monday 7th-Friday 11th  Y10 HSC work placements (2 days over 2 weeks) 
Monday 7th – 18th  Y11 Internal exams 
Monday 7th  Y8 Lichfield Army Barracks 

6th Form Open Evening Saint Margaret Ward 
Tuesday 8th  Upper school All Souls/Saints Remembrance Mass 

Y12 & 13 Senior Maths challenge 
Wednesday 9th  Y8 Lichfield Army Barracks 

Y10 & some Y11 Linear modular Maths 
Friday 11th  Y8 Lichfield Army Barracks 
Monday 14th –Friday 18th  Y10 HSC Work placements (2 days over 2 weeks) 
Monday 14th  Some Y11 Linear Modular Maths 
Tuesday 15th  Y11 Science exam Resits 

Y7 Parents evening 
Wednesday 16th  Y9 Think Tank 
Monday 21st  Y10 National Space Centre 
Tuesday 22nd  Y10 Parents evening 
Wednesday 23rd-Friday 25th  Y12 Geography trip to Wales 
Monday 28th – Friday 2nd December Advent assemblies 

DECEMBER  
Monday 5th  Yrs 8,9 & 10 Ten Ten Theatre 
Thursday 8th Yrs 7,8 & 9 Reconciliation  
Friday 9th  All Yrs MM Opera trip (pm only) 

Y13 Full School Report 
Monday 12th  Y12 Parliament trip 
Tuesday 13th  SEN Coffee morning 9-11am 

Y12&13 Parents Evening 
Wednesday 14th  Christmas music concert 
Friday 16 th  All Yrs Christmas Liturgy 

School closes 
Monday 19 th-Monday 2 nd January Christmas Holidays 

JANUARY  
Tuesday 3 rd School Opens 
Tuesday 3rd – 9th  Y8 Internal exams 
Friday 6th  Epiphanytide Mass Y TBC 
Thursday 12th  Y10 Biology module 
Friday 13th  Y11 Full School Report 
Tuesday 17th  Y11 Parents Evening 
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Wednesday 18th  Y10 Chemistry module 
Friday 20th  Y10 Physics module 
Monday 23rd  Y8 Options Evening 
Wednesday 25th  Y9 DTP Injections 

FEBRUARY  
Wednesday 1st  FLD 
Thursday 2nd  Y9 & 10 Intermediate Maths challenge 
Monday 6th – Friday 10th  Y11 Work experience week 

Y10 Internal exams 
Friday 10th  Y8 Full School Report  

School Closes  
Monday 13 th- Friday 17 th Half term 
Monday 20 th School Opens 
Tuesday 21st  All yrs Day of Prayer & Adoration 

Y8 Parents Evening 
Wednesday 22nd  All yrs Ash Wednesday liturgy 
Monday 27th –Friday 2nd March Y11 HSC Work placement 1day TBC 

MARCH  
Friday 2nd  Some Y11 modular Maths 
Monday 5th  Some Y11 modular Maths 
Tuesday 6th  Y9 Parents Evening 
Monday 12th –Friday 16th  Lenten assemblies 
Monday 19th – Friday 23rd Y9-11 Classics trip to Pompeii 
Tuesday 20th  Upper school Reconciliation  
Monday 26th  Y8 girls HPV Injections 
Wednesday 28th  Y10 Full School Report 

Easter  music concert 
Thursday 29th  All yrs Easter liturgy 

School closes 
Friday 30 th  Inset day 
Friday 30 th- Friday 13 th April Easter Holidays 

APRIL  
Monday 16 th School opens 
Wednesday 18th  Awards Evening Victoria Hall 
Thursday 19th  Y7 P1&2, Y8 P3&4 Science talk in the hall  
Friday 20th  Y12 Full School Report 
Tuesday 24th  Y9 P1&2, Y10 P3&4 Science talk in the hall  
Thursday 26th  Y7 & 8 Junior Maths challenge 
Friday 27th  Y9/10 Nottingham History trip 

MAY  
Tuesday 1st  Y TBC Eastertide/Ascensiontide Mass 
Monday 7 th Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 8th – 14th   Y7 Internal exams 
Monday 14th –Friday 18th  Y11 & 13 Leavers Mass Days TBC 
Tuesday 15th  Y7 & 8 Northwood athletics 
Wednesday 16th  Y9,10 & 11 Northwood athletics 
Thursday 31 st  School closes 

JUNE  
Friday 1 st – Friday 8 th Half Term 

Lourdes Diocesan Pilgrimage (Friday1st-Wednesday 6 th) 
Monday 11 th  School opens 
WB 11th June Y9 Internal exams 
Tuesday 12th  Y10 Biology module 
Wednesday 13th  Y9 Stoke on Trent Geography field trip 

Y10 Modular Maths 
Thursday 14th  Y8 Vocations day 
Friday 15th  Y10 Chemistry external 
Monday 18th- Friday 22nd  Y9 Savio trip 
Wednesday 20th  Open Evening Y7 Admissions (September 2013 intake) 
Friday 22nd  Y TBC SJF & St Thomas More Mass 
Monday 25th- Friday 29th  Y10 German trip   
Tuesday 26th  Y7 Induction day (September 2012 intake) 
Friday 29th  Y12 & one other TBC St Peter & Paul Mass 

JULY  
Monday 2nd – Wednesday 4th   Y12 Biology field trip 
Tuesday 3rd Y7 Induction evening (September 2012 intake) 
Wednesday 4th  Y9&10 Sports Day (timetable collapsed) 

Y7 Full School Report 
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Thursday 5th – Friday 6th  Y7 Castleton Geography trip 
Monday 9th- Wednesday 11th  
Wednesday 11th- Friday 13th  

Y10 Savio trip 
Y12 Savio trip 

Tuesday 10th  Y7&8 Sports day (timetable collapsed) 
Monday 16th  FLD 
Monday 16th – Wednesday 18th  Y12 Physics CERN trip 
Tuesday 17th  SEN Coffee morning 9-11am 
Wednesday 18th  Y9 Full School Report 
Thursday 19th- Monday 23rd  Y10 History/French trip 
Friday 20th  All yrs end of year liturgy 

School closes- Summer holidays 
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Editorial Team: 

Ms Hanrahan & Ms Rogers 
 

Articles contributed by staff and students 
Compiled by Ms Lambe 

 
Copies of the newsletter are available in electronic format on the school website 

 
Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ 

Tel 01782 615636    Fax 01782 346339 
E: headteacher@sjfcc.net or office@sjfcc.net 

Web site: www.sjfcc.net 
 

 
 


