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Attendance

Thank you to all parents for your support during the recent bad weather. Your continued
commitment to your child’s attendance means that we now have an excellent whole school
attendance figure of 95%.

If you have recently received a letter about your child’s attendance percentage, please be
aware that this is part of our standard procedures (details of which can be found in our
Attendance Policy on our website — www.sjfcc.net .)

All schools locally have agreed to use a common format. Good attendance is a vital life skill
and helps to prepare children and young people for the world of work.
Miss R Parsons & Ms F Hegarty

‘Booked Up’ is a government funded initiative which enables all year 7 pupils to receive a free book.

Y7 classes were brought into the library to watch a DVD which featured authors and pupils discussing
each of the twelve titles. Mrs Owen and Ms Lambe then helped pupils to decide which book they would
like. The books subsequently arrived and were handed out to the pupils who were eager and
enthusiastic to start reading. Pupils and parents can also look at the ‘Booked Up’ website,
www.bookedup.org.uk for online reviews and interactive games.

Mrs Owen, Librarian.
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Here is the opening of Katie’s story:

Cath Solo became aware that something was missingrly that morning, but it was already dark
before she realised it was part of her own soul.

Dark, twisting shadows had consumed her walls; detaly concealing the flowery wallpaper that would
have once gave her comfort. But that was long Bigav she was crippled with fear. Fear of knowledge
of what was to come. The shadows feasted on herdad steadily grew darker and thicker. Her soul
was gone; far away like the outside world now felher. She was an empty shell, filled only with an
echo of emotions. But the dread she felt was strand almost real.

The anticipation grew until Cath believed she waaldely cry because of it. As she froze in fridgtey
drawers and wardrobe doors suddenly flew openalewgexpensive designer clothes now torn and grey.
Electrical sockets sparked and hissed; angry arad sie had done...

And then her door slammed shut.. . .

And Anthony’s opening verses of his poem:

Once upon a time in Rapland
Where words were wicked and cool
Where words were precious as gold
Or precious as a diamond jewel.

These words were fair and true
For they only spoke of love

No anger or even hate

For this words were like a dove

Some words did not make sense
Some words were not even real
But they were wholesome and fun
Like that of an orange peel .. .
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A couple of weeks ago a few students from Y9 entered the Young Musician Competition that
was being held at Wolstanton High School as practice for our forthcoming exams. | had entered
for two instruments, so | was particularly nervous about the competition. The day involved
workshops with the Manchester Camerata (a professional orchestra) on how to perform well
and have good stage etiquette and finished with everyone playing a piece in front of a panel of
adjudicators who critiqued your playing. The top 2 of each group were invited to play in front of
an audience the following evening — to be judged by the adjudicators again, this time to decide
the winner of the gold and silver award in each group.

| had entered the Grade 5/6 group for my violin (as my next exam will be grade 6) but
something “went wrong”. | was invited to play the following evening — but in the Grade 7/8
group — from which | somehow managed to pick up the silver merit award!

The competition was great experience, good practice and well worth doing again — especially
with the chance of winning a prize if you are awarded a gold merit award.

Victoria Johnson 9J

We are open from 8.00 — 8.45 before school for read  ing, research and homework. In addition
we are open from 3.30 — 5.30 pm to provide an area for homework and research / reading.

This is in addition to the library being open durin g break and lunchtimes.
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Pupil absence line

If your child is ill please ring the school pupil absence line 01782 346333 — which
is available 24 hours a day. Don't forget to send a note in when your child
returns after an absence.
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LOST PROPERTY
We have the following items of lost property that r emain unclaimed:

A watch that was handed in on 23 " October 2009.

A phone that was handed in on 27 ™ January 2010.

An IPod that was handed in on 24 ™ March 2010.

A phone that was handed inon 5 ™ October 2010.

A sim card that was handed inon 6 ™ October 2010.

An MP3 player that was handed in on 4 ™ November 2010

If anybody has lost these items or knows to whom t hey belong please contact Mrs
Mountford in school on 01782 346325. If the itemst  hat we have had for over 12 months
are not claimed by the end of January 2011 then the y will be passed on to a local charity.
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School Terms and Holiday Dates 2011

Spring Term 2011:
Staff & Pupils : Tuesday 4 January - Friday 18 February (34 working days)

Holiday: Monday 21 February - Friday 25 February (5 days)

Staff & Pupils : Monday 28 February - Friday 8 April (30 working days)
Staff & Pupils Holiday: Monday 11 April - Monday 25 April (11 days)
Easter Sunday: Sunday 24 April

Summer Term 2011:

Staff & Pupils: Tuesday 26 April - Friday 27 May (23 working days)
May Day: Monday 2 May

Holiday: Monday 30 May - Friday 3 June (5 days)

Staff & Pupils: Monday 6 June — Friday 22" July (35 working days)

Holiday: Monday 25™ July - Friday 2 September (30 days)

SCHOOL CALENDAR - an up-to-date calendar of school
on www.sjfcc.net

events is available

Editorial Team:
Ms Rogers and Ms Hanrahan

Articles contributed by staff and students
Compiled by Ms Lambe

Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ
Tel 01782 615636 Fax 01782 346339
E: headteacher@sijfcc.net or office@sjfcc.net
Web site: www.sjfcc.net

Copies of the newsletter are available in electronic format on the school website




