Saint John Fisher Catholic College

with humanities specialist status
Headteacher: Ms F Hegarty B.Ed

Newsletter - Issue 10 - Easter 2011
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Flexible Learning Day African Viewpoint partnership project.

Students from Silverdale Primary, Cedars and St John Fisher collaborated on a range of
projects at St John Fisher during our last Flexible Learning day. Students worked together in the
Art department on creating murals. In the Design technology department students created
masks inspired by traditional African masks but using contemporary recycled materials and in
Music students created some fantastic music using non traditional junk instruments to drum.
The work produced on the day formed part of a wider project The Viewpoint Partnership that
has been running between the schools over the last few years. Schools in Nigeria, UK and
Mozambique joined together for an experience to learn and further our knowledge of each
other. We all joined this project to give our pupils in all three countries the chance to
communicate and challenge assumptions.

Work from the Flexible Learning Day was exhibited on Monday 21%' March at a celebration
evening at the Brampton Museum and Gallery. A tree planting at Apedale also happened earlier
on in the day to celebrate the partnership and previous art projects that have taken part at the
site and the work that is still on view there in the woods.
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Murals created on Flexible Learning Day will then go up at Silverdale Primary, Cedars and St
John Fisher to promote the partnerships website www.viewpointpartnership.org.uk.

Trinity Catholic Sixth Form Centre

All parents should have received a letter in the last few days announcing
this exciting new development which will be in operation from September
2012. Don't forget the information evenings at each school.

St John Fisher ~ Wednesday 11" May 7 p.m.

St Margaret Ward Monday 9" May 7 p.m.

St Thomas More Tuesday 10" May 7 p.m.
If you can’t make the St John Fisher meeting try to get to one of the others. | will be at all the
meetings as will the other headteachers.

We are taking six Y10 pupils from each school to work for a day on developing some policies
and standards for the Trinity Catholic Sixth From. This will take place on Friday 6™ May 2011.

The governing bodies of the three schools have met jointly to approve the Trinity Catholic Sixth
Form which also has the strong support of our diocesan trustees and of the two local
authorities.

Parents will be kept fully informed as we make progress with our curriculum offer and
operational arrangements.

Ms F Hegarty
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Kiera Beeston 7N has recently been an interviewer on the interview panels for Senior posts for
Staffs County Council. The Senior participation officer for the County Council told us that Kiera

“was a fantastic ambassador for our school and the other children in Staffordshire” and that they
were “very proud of her input”.

Here is Kiera’'s account:
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Holocaust

Once again the Holocaust Memorial took place at the New Vic Theatre. The memorial takes
place on January 17" and musicians from St. John Fisher are always privileged to take part.
Schools from within our district also take part in the event and perform their own interpretation
of the Holocaust. It is always interesting to see the different scenes from the drama groups all
telling the same story but in different ways. We all had a great time and enjoyed the experience.

Anna Smith Year 9H

On 17" March | went on a school theatre trip to see Hamlet at the New Vic and loved it. After |
decided to go | was worried about the fact that | wasn't going with anyone | knew but there were
a lot of friendly people to talk to while enjoying an ice cream at the interval - there were pupils
from a combination of year groups. A modern twist was added to the play in the costumes and
the music (which was all performed by the actors themselves) while Shakespearean language
was still used. | think the way it was all done was very clever and the acting was of a such a
high standard that | went to see it again with my parents two days later! | will definitely consider
going on future theatre trips and would encourage others to do so as it is a great opportunity to
have a good time whilst immersing yourself in culture.

Louise Emms 10AC
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KS2 Links

Food Technology

Once again Mrs Ayre and Mrs Dixon have run the Food
Technology workshops for Y5 this term. St Mary’s Catholic
Primary School came into St John Fisher to learn how to
follow recipe instructions and individuals then baked with
the guidance of Y11 GCSE students. Y5 were delighted to
take home their baking for their families to enjoy.

Science and ICT workshops
Y5 from St Werburgh’s Primary School were in St John
Fisher this term to take part in Science and ICT workshops run by Mrs Hebden and Mrs Bayley.

In Science the pupils enjoyed investigating acids and
alkalis using different indicators which involved an
experiment called

‘magic water’ and

then studied forces

and friction in the

‘wibbly wobbly jelly’

experiment.

In ICT the pupils were taught how to create their own
animated films. The Y5 pupils all agreed that it was a ‘fun’
learning experience.
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The Keele Medical Day was an incredible experience. The day provided a great deal of
useful information about how to become a doctor and what the job entails. There were
interesting workshops that gave you an insight into what you would do at University.

(Deshira Latifaj Year 12)

It was a wonderful opportunity to get a clear persp ective of Medical School and Medicine
as a career.
(Agtithta Selvathiravayam Year 12)
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Authorisation of Holidays during Examination Season S

We are having increasing requests for authorised leave during examination seasons and
subsequent requests for students to sit modular exams during the next available examination
season. Please be aware that this option is not recommended. The basis for modular
examinations is that the unit is examined directly after the completion of the related work,
therefore delaying the examination clearly is not in the students’ interest. Also, as syllabuses
are changing from modular to linear examinations, examination entries may not be available in
future exam seasons. These changes will possibly come into force within the next year.

GCE and GCSE Examinations

By early May every possible step will have been taken to ensure that all candidates are
aware of the dates times and requirements of each examination. All candidates must be
- familiar with their examination timetable;
- arrive punctually and properly equipped;
- appropriately dressed in school uniform;
- familiar with the rules of examinations room especially with regard to mobile
telephones, pagers, calculator and pencil cases and contact with other
candidates.

Examination notices produced by the Joint Council for Qualifications are available on the
school’s website, however, all candidates have been made aware of examination boards
regulations and we anticipate that our candidates will display their usual very high standard of
behaviour and cooperation during the examination period.

The vast majority of our students have worked very hard and deserve to succeed. On behalf
of everyone in school | want to wish all candidates every success, happiness and fulfilment
for the future.

I hope that those in Y13 and those in Y11 who will continue their studies elsewhere in
September will let us know of their future achievements.

Examination absences as a result of injury/illne  ss

Candidates/parents/carers are reminded that the school will pay for first attempts in
examinations, but the fee for subsequent entries/resists is the responsibility of parents/carers.
Should a candidate be unable to sit an examination as a result of illness or require special
arrangements as a result of illness/injury, medical evidence should be forwarded to the
Examinations Officer at the earliest opportunity, and no later than five days after the
examination.

ESSENTIAL READING FOR PARENTS AND ANYONE
CONSIDERING UNIVERSITY IN THE FUTURE.

“Informed Choices” — A Russell Group guide to making decision about
Post 16 education 2011.  www.russellgroup.ac.uk
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PUBLICATION OF RESULTS

A level (A2) and AS: GCSE:
Thursday 18 th August 2011 Thursday 25 ™ August 2011
Results will be available for Summary results* will be
collection as follows: available for collection as follows:
Year 13: 9.30 am to 11.00 am Year 11: 9.00 am to 11.00 am
pm
* Hard copies from Examination
Boards will not be available on
24t August

If you will be away or otherwise unable to arrange collection we can post your
child’s results if you provide Mrs Flaherty, the Examinations Officer, with a
stamped addressed envelope marked GCSE or A Level results before the end of
the Summer term.

COLLECTION OF CERTIFICATES

Certificates for the Summer examination season may be collected from the
Examinations Office during December 2011 and January 2012 (term time only).

Kitchen/Dining Project
! After several tense weeks when it seemed that our plans were doomed there was a collective
| sigh of relief when the builders arrived on site on Monday 14™ March.
1
| Between now and August the school kitchen will be remodelled and refurbished. The plans
i include a designated dining space which will give us much more flexibility at lunchtimes. We
, hope to be able to cater for refreshments for sixth formers throughout the day and the area will
| be used by all years at lunchtime.
| A section of the hall will still be needed but it will also be possible to have other activities in most
i of the hall space
. The new facilities will be operational at the start of the new academic year in September 2011.

I
i Ms F Hegarty
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Home to School Transport
Entitlement on Income Assessed Grounds

Pupils of secondary school age, years 7 to 11, from low income families, are entitled to free home to
school transport if they meet the following criteria:

They attend one of their three nearest schools and they live between 2 and 6 miles from school
or

They attend the nearest school of their religion or denomination, preferred on the grounds of the
parent's religion or philosophical belief, where they live more than 2 and less than 15 miles from
school and

They are from a low income group, which is defined as those who are registered and entitled to
free school meals, or the family is in receipt of the maximum level of working tax credit.

Parents need to apply, using application form B, available from our website detailed below. Alternatively
they can phone the Admissions and Transport Service for an application form on 01785 278593.

Those assessed as entitled will receive free transport until the end of the academic year, when they will
be reassessed. At this point, those no longer entitled would have their free transport withdrawn, from the
start of the next academic year.

Headteachers and Transport Co-ordinators are asked to help publicise the above information to their
parents to ensure those eligible for assistance know how to apply, within any parent letters or
newsletters. The information is for parents of pupils of secondary age who do not currently receive free
transport, and for current year 6 pupils who will enter year 7 next September.

www.staffordshire.qgov.uk/schooltransport

LOST PROPERTY
We have the following items of lost property that r emain unclaimed:

An IPod that was handed in on 24 ™ March 2010.

A phone that was handed inon 5 ™ October 2010.

A sim card that was handed inon 6 ™ October 2010.

An MP3 player that was handed inon 4 ™ November 2010
A phone that was handed in on 16 ™ February 2011.

If anybody has lost these items or knows to whom th ey belong please contact Mrs Mountford in
school on 01782 346325. If the items that we have h  ad for over 12 months are not claimed by the
end of April 2011 then they will be passed ontoa  local charity.
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Pupil absence line

If your child is ill please ring the school pupil absence line 01782 346333 — which
is available 24 hours a day. Don't forget to send a note in when your child
returns after an absence.
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Editorial Team:
Ms Hanrahan and Ms Rogers

Articles contributed by staff and students
Compiled by Ms Lambe

Colour copies of the newsletter are available in electronic format on the school website

Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ
Tel 01782 615636 Fax 01782 346339
E: headteacher@sijfcc.net or office@sjfcc.net
Web site: www.sjfcc.net




