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Newsletter - Issue 11 — July 2011

Our summer newsletter gives a flavour of the vast range of activities undertaken at St John
Fisher this term and there just isn’t enough room to include everything that goes on! We will
report on our exciting July Flexible Learning Day in the autumn edition.

My thanks go to all our young people; to colleagues and to governors for all their dedicated
work; and to parents for your support and encouragement.

| hope everyone enjoys some rest and relaxation and is ready with renewed energy for the new
school year in September.

Ms F Hegarty

CITIZENSHIP NEWS

The first thing that came to mind when we found out Paul Farrelly MP was coming to school to give us
a talk on Votes at Sixteen was the burning question of whether we would get the citizenship mobile and
all its displays ready in time. After a lot of work and some considerable panic, we had the classroom
decorated with impressive displays, exhibiting the posters, leaflets and badges we had made. With this,
we were finally ready to welcome our local MP.

The presentation and talk that took place in the school library was incredibly interesting, with several of
the pupils making speeches and presenting the statistics that have been gathered during our
campaigning. Paul Farrelly was obviously impressed with these speeches, commenting that there were
'future politicians and journalists' among us.

After these talks, and a short address by Mr Farrelly, there was a question and answer session in which
we pupils got the chance to ask about some of the issues that have been pressing on our minds whilst
doing this work. Mr Farrelly, ever helpful, explained these issues and participated in some heated
debates about various issues such as the Libya conflict and the view of young people in today’s society.
He also managed to defend his views on Votes at Sixteen and explain his reasons behind his view.

These views were well argued and helped us to develop our own arguing tactics. In short, the visit from
Paul Farrelly was informative, furthering our knowledge of the Votes at Sixteen campaign, with some
very enjoyable moments.

Markus Beeken 9T
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"Teenagers stand a dramatically different chance of success in traditional academic GCSEs
depending on which school they attend and which sub jects are promoted to pupils. For the first
time, the Government has released a subject-by-subj  ect breakdown of GCSE results for every
secondary school in Staffordshire, Stoke-on-Trenta  nd Cheshire East.”

“In maths, Newcastle's St John Fisher Catholic Coll ege is among the cream in the county. Fifty-
one pupils achieved A* or A grades in the subject | ast summer.

Deputy head Mark Kavanagh said: "We are delighted. But we want more children to get higher
grades in future.”

To see the full article please go to http://www.thisisstaffordshire.co.uk/Unusual-subjects-help-
boost-grades/story-12558779-detail/story.html
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HEAD BOY, HEAD GIRL and DEPUTIES

Once again | am delighted to announce the appointments of these young people who will play a
significant role in promoting and supporting the work and ethos of the school. | am looking forward to
working with them.

Head Boy James Chilton Head Girl Catherine Bridgewater

Deputy Head Boys  Michael Forrester Deputy Head Girls  Jennifer Barnes
Ryan Coffey Bridget Kemball

I am confident they will represent the school with distinction.
Ms Hegarty
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St John Fisher Yr 10 - Pilgrimage to Lourdes May 20 11

During the May half term holiday, after a lot of fund raising activities over many months, five of
our students together with Mrs Bissell and Miss Perks, and a visiting student, took part in the
Birmingham Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes. After what really was a pilgrim style journey of
various coaches, the ferry and different trains, they arrived at their hotel. | know they had a
really life changing week of spiritual moments, friendship and really hard work. When | asked
them all what were their lasting impressions of their week in Lourdes they said the following:

Mrs Bissell lights the prayer candles and prays for
the intentions of the students and staff at St John

Fisher.
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Miss Perks and the group get ready to carry the
banners in the procession
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Our group is joined by
Bishop David McGough
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Pupil absence line

If your child is ill please ring the school pupil absence line 01782 346333 — which
is available 24 hours a day. Don't forget to send a note in when your child
returns after an absence.
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LOST PROPERTY
We have the following items of lost property that r emain unclaimed:

A phone that was handed inon 5 ™ October 2010.

A sim card that was handed inon 6 ™ October 2010.

An MP3 player that was handed in on 4 ™ November 2010
A phone that was handed in on 16 ™ February 2011.

A phone that was handed in on 27 ™ April 2011

An Ipod that was handed in 29 ™ June 2011

If anybody has lost these items or knows to whom t hey belong please contact Mrs
Mountford in school on 01782 346325. If the itemst  hat we have had for over 12 months
are not claimed by the 4 "™ November 2011, then they will be passed onto alo  cal charity.
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Editorial Team: Ms Hanrahan and Ms Rogers

Articles contributed by staff and students
Compiled by Ms Lambe

Colour copies of the newsletter are available on the school website

Ashfields New Road Newcastle Staffs ST5 2SJ
Tel 01782 615636 Fax 01782 346339
E: headteacher@sijfcc.net or office@sjfcc.net
Web site: www.sjfcc.net




